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Toppling  strongholds 

Record  abortion  clinic  closings 
yield  hope,  prayers  in  Miss 


"Knowing 
that  the  former 
abortion  dinic 
I  once  ran  is 
now  dosing 
is  the  biggest 
personal 
victory  of 
my  life." 

Abby  Johnson 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports)  -  As 

pro-life  Mississippians  hope  and  pray  for  the 
closing  of  the  state's  last  abortion  clinic,  the 
shuttering  of  a  Planned  Parenthood 
center  in  Bryan,  Texas,  marked  the 
44th  such  closing  this  year. 

"Knowing  that  the  former  abor 
tion  clinic  I  once  ran  is  now 
closing  is  the  biggest  personal 
victory  of  my  life/-  said  Abby 
Johnson  in  a  written  state¬ 
ment  after  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  shutdown,  which 
adds  to  a  record  number  of 
abortion  clinics  that  have 
closed  this  year. 

“From  running  that 
facility,  to  then  advo¬ 
cating  for  its  closure, 
and  now  celebrat¬ 
ing  that  dream  W 


for  people  of  the  opposite  sex  -  a 
change  that  angered  some  of  the 
ordinance’s  supporters. 

The  ordinance  is  "one  of  the 
most  dangerous  constitutional 
violations  Liberty  Institute  has 
ever  seen"  limiting  free  speech 
and  religious  liberty,  the  conser¬ 
vative  advocacy  organiiation  said 
in  a  news  release. 

"The  ordinance  is  a  cloudy 
and  confusing  collection  of  poor¬ 
ly  thought  out  and  conflicting 
statements  that  could  have  been 
more  clearly  and  cleanly  handled 
by  simply  including  a  broad  re¬ 
ligious  liberty  exemption  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  free  speech  and  religious 
liberty  rights  of  both  individuals 
and  organizations  that  have  reli¬ 


gious  objections  to  the  require¬ 
ments  mandated  by  the  ordi¬ 
nance,"  said  Kelly  Shackelford, 
president  of  Liberty  Institute, 
based  in  Plano,  Texas. 

The  ordinance  "should  alarm 
every  American  who  values  their 
religious  freedom"  and  has  rami¬ 
fications  that  "cooU  gp  far  beyond 
San  Antonio,"  Shackelford  said. 

City  officials  received  11,000 
opposition  emails  in  the  weeks 
lading  up  to  the  vote,  and  five 
City  Council  meetings  on  the  ordi¬ 
nance  drew  hundreds  of  residents 
who  expressed  their  opposition. 

In  an  Aug.  28  meeting,  city  of¬ 
ficials  appeared  confused  about 
the  measure's  legal  consequenc¬ 
es,  with  the  city's  attorney  stmg- 


Ethieists:  no 
‘iust  cause’ 
for  possible 
Syna  attack 

NASHVILLE  (BP|  -  The  Unit¬ 
ed  States  should  not  intervene 
in  Syria  because  the  condi¬ 
tions  for  a  "just  war"  have  not 
been  met,  according  to  two 
Southern  Baptist  ethicists. 

Russell  D.  Moore,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Ethics  k  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville,  said 
in  an  article  on  Religion  News 
Service  Sept.  3  that  the  regime 
of  Syrian  President  Bashar  al 
Assad  is  "lawless  and  tyranni¬ 
cal,"  and  the  first  principle  of 
iust  war  —  a  just  cause  —  has 
been  met. 

"That  said,  there  are  other 
principles  missing  here,  both 
to  justify  action  morally  and 
to  justify  it  prudentialty,’ 
Moore  stated. 

Daniel  Heimbach,  senior 
professor  of  Christian  eth¬ 
ics  at  Southeastern  Seminary 
in  Wake  Forest.  N.C..  offered 
a  slightly  different  take  on 
Syria,  stating  that  the  United 
States  lacks  a  basis  for  inter¬ 
vening  "in  the  internal  affairs 
of  i  distinctly  sovereign  and 
separate  state." 

"I  see  here  no  legitimate¬ 
ly  interpreted  just  cause 
sufficient  to  justify  the 
United  States  going  to  war 
with  Syria  merely  Decause 
parties  in  a  civil  war  are 


San  Antonio  clamps  down  on  sexual  orientation  ‘bias’  ] 

SAN  ANTONIO  IBP)  -  The  San  for  people  of  the  opposite  sex  -  a  gious  objections  to  the  require-  gling  to  answer  qu-stions  and  I 

Antonio  (Texas)  City  Council  change  that  angered  some  of  the  ments  mandated  by  the  ordi-  expressing  concerns  that  he  was 

passed  by  an  8-3  vote  a  contro-  ordinance’s  supporters.  nance,"  said  Kelly  Shackelford,  embarrassing  himself. _ ^ _ 

versial  ordinance  Sept.  5  by  which  The  ordinance  is  "one  of  the  president  of  Liberty  Institute,  Whether  transgendered  people 
city  officials  can  be  removed  from  most  dangerous  constitutional  based  in  Plano,  Texas.  sho^  beallowed  to  use  any  re- 

office  and  businesaa  can  be  made  violations  l  iberty  Institute  has  The  ordinance  should  alarm  stroom  they  choose  was  a  ngmti-  j 

liable  if  his  determined  "a  bias  in  ever  seen"  limiting  free  speech  every  American  who  values  their  cant  part  of  the  discusswm  voth  j 

word  or  deed"  on  the  basis  of  sex-  and  religious  liberty,  the  corner-  religious  freedom  and  has  rami-  some  homosexual  rights  setmsts 

ual  orientation  or  gender  identity  vative  advocacy  organiiation  said  ficatkms  that  "codd  go  for  beyond  saying  they  were  opposedto  the 

has  been  exhibited  in  a  news  release.  San  Antonio.  Shackelford  said.  ordinance  because  it  did  not  pro-  , 

For  businesses  that  offer  ser-  "The  ordinance  is  a  cloudy  City  officials  rereived  11,000  tec*  the  right  of  met!  to  use  worn- 
vices  to  the  general  public,  the  and  confusing  collection  of  poor-  opposition  emails  in  the  weeks  ens  bathrooms  and  vice  versa, 
ordinance  makes  such  discrimi  ly  thought  out  and  conflicting  leading  up  to  the  vote,  and  five  Earlier  in  the  day  council 
nation  a  Class  C  misdemeanor  statements  that  could  have  been  City  Council  meetings  on  the  ordi-  man  Diego  Bernal,  who  spear- 

punishable  by  fines  of  up  to  more  rlpartv  and  cleanlv  handled  nance  drew  hundreds  of  residents  headed  the  ordinance,  floated  f 

$500.  Last-minute  amendments 
clarified  that  the  measure  does 
not  require  businesses  to  allow 
transgendered  persons  to  use  re¬ 
strooms  or  locker  rooms  intended 


headed  the  ordinance,  floated 
a  new  draft  specifying  that  the 
measure  would  not  change  the 
city’s  laws  prohibiting  the  use 
of  restrooms  for  "persons  of  the 
opposite  sex." 
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Ihe  great  Yale  Universil 


Isor  of  church  history,  Jaroslav 
Pelikan  (1923-2006),  known 
for  his  massive  The  Christian  Tradi¬ 
tion  and  his  editorship  of  the  English 
translation  of  the  works  of  Martin 
Luther,  also  wrote  a  small  volume 
studying  the  relationship  between  the 
works  of  Johann  Sebastian  Bach  and 
biblical  doctrine. 

Bach  Among  the  Theologians  ap-  As  faculty  and  students  convene  to¬ 

peared  first  in  1946  and  represents  gether  to  study  and  renew  their  minds 
Pelikan 's  devoted  foray  into  the  world  (Romans  12:2),  they  should  also  grow 
of  Bach  scholarship.  His  work  truly  is  a  in  their  love  and  worship  of  God  with 
labor  of  love  for  both  Bach  and  Bach's  an  their  hearts  (Matthew  22:37). 
Lutheran  heritage.  Bach  rightly  saw  the  eternal  nature 

Patrick  Kavanaugh,  in  his  memorable  0f  all  his  work,  and  those  preparing 
Spiritual  Lives  of  the  Great  Composers,  (and  those  teaching  the  ones  prepar- 
explains  Bach’s  connection  to  Luther:  ing)  for  a  future  ministry  should  see 

“Bach  spent  his  entire  life  in  Ger-  their  current  academic  pursuits  not 
many,  working  primarily  as  a  church  as  a  temporal  means  to  an  end  but 
musician.  For  the  two  centuries  prior,  rathenas  something  that  will  not 
this  region  had  been  permeated  by  the  perish  and  will  be  examined  (1  Corin- 
legacy  of  Martin  Luther,  with  his  nidi-  thians  3:12-15). 

cal  emphasis  jn  a  living,  personal,  Bi-  For  those  of  us  embarking  on  a  new 
ble-based  Christianity.  Luther  himself  term  of  study,  Bach  gives  us  all  a  fitting 
had  been  a  musician,  declaring  music  starting  point  —  on  our  knees,  con- 
to  be  second  only  to  the  Gospel  itself.  fessing  that  apart  from  God  alone  we 
Bach  was  to  be  the  reformer  s  greatest  can  do  nothing  (John  15:5),  we  state 
musical  disciple.”  simply,  Jesu  Juva. 

In  Pelikans  Bach  Among  the  Theo-  TTien  as  the  minutes,  days,  months, 
logians,  he  explains  that  Bach  operated  year(s)  or  degree  programfs)  conclude, 
under  the  conviction  that  “the  highest  we  can  pause  to  say  Soli  Deo  Gloria 
activity  of  the  human  spirit  was  the  with  “praise  too  deep  for  utterance’  for 
praise  of  God,  but  that  such  praise  in-  the  faithful  nearness  of  God’s  sanctify- 
volved  the  total  activity  of  the  spirit."  ing  work  and  presence  in  our  minds 
In  other  words,  as  one  of  Bach’s  and  hearts, 

biographers  summarizes,  “Music  is  an  As  a  new  semester  begins,  let's  wel- 
act  of  worship  with  Bach...  For  him  the  come  Bach  among  the  theologians, 
tones  do  not  perish,  but  ascend  UiGod  By  way  of  personal  testimony, 
like  praise  too  deep  for  utterance."  the  music  of  J.S.  Bach  served  as  my 
In  a  simple  way,  such  consecration  is  constant  companion  throughout  my 
seen  in  Bach's  own  hand.  As  he  started  seminary  studies  and  remains  today  as 
each  composition,  he  would  mark  “J  J."  one  of  my  favorite  accompanists  while 
at  the  top  of  each  page  as  an  abbrevia-_  working  late  into  the  nignt  or  early  in 
tion  for  Jesu  Juva  or  “Help  me,  Jesus."  the  morning. 

Once  he  completed  the  work,  Bach  If  you  have  yet  to  hear  much  of  Bach, 

routinely  concluded  with  the  initials  I  recommend  his  Mass  in  B  Minor  as 
“S-D-G/ representing  Soli  Deo  Gloria  well  as  his  Six  Suites  for  Unaccom- 
or  “To  God  alone,  the  glory.”  panied  Cello,  particularly  the  version 


Guest  opinion 

with  Jason  Deusing 


State  of  world 
not  good 


The  world  is  in  flames.  cuting  Christians.  Elsewhere  in 

That’s  not  startling  news  this  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record 

considering  the  history  of  is  an  account  of  what1  s  happen- 
the  human  race,  but  it  does  seem  ing  to  Christians  in  the  Central 
that  right  now  there  is  a  large  African  Republic,  which  has 
amount  of  spiritual  darkness  been  declared  by  the  United  Na 
and  concomitant  violence  on  this  tions  to  be  without  a  functional 
orb  of  ours. 

Much  of  the  violence  is  di¬ 
rected  at  Christians.  Make  no 
mistake  —  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  around  the  world  are  being 
hunted  down  like  animals  and, 
in  piany  cases,  tortured  and 
put  to  death  in  horrifying  ways 
too  graphic  to  describe  in  a 
family  newspaper  such  as  The 
Baptist  Record. 

We  need  to  understand  their 
plight,  though.  It’s  difficult  for 


ical  Muslim  supporters  of  rebels 
linked  to  Al-Qaeda  as  the  town 


In  the  State  of 


for  worship  in  frozen  caves  Northern  Nigeria,  the  local  gov- 

or  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  eminent  hasbegun  to  demolish 
church  door  in  case  it’s  our  day  25  Christian  churches  for  no 
to  be  pillaged  by  soldiers  of  a  reason  at  all.  Boko  Haram,  an 
corrupt  and  soulless  govern-  Islamist  terror  group  after  the 
ment.  Our  pastors  are  not  beaten  form  of  Al-Qaeda,  can't  seem 
nearly  to  death  on  a  routine  ba-  to  decide  whether  to  fight  the 
sis,  and  they  are  not  imprisoned  Nigerian  federal  government  for 
and  starved  just  for  preaching  control  of  the  country  or^con-^ 

When  we  gather  for  wor-  on  the  inhabitants  of  Christian 
ship,  the  entrance  is  paved  and  villages  in  that  nation, 
the  temperature  is  controlled  Then  there's  the  soft  per- 

and  the  pews  are  padded.  Our  secution  of  Christians  in  the 
leather-wrapped  Bibles  come  in  oh -so-enlightened  countries  of 
more  translations  than  one  can  Western  Civilization  -  includ- 
count,  and  we  have  so  many  of  ing  the  United  States.  They  ma; 
them  at  our  disposal  that  if  we  not  be  cutting  off  our  heads,  bu 

misplace  one,  if  s  no  big  deal  to  they  are  unmistakably  shufflinf 

go  out  and  acquire  another.  Christians  to  the  margins  of 

We  don’t  know  what  it’s  like  society  as  secularization  and 
to  possess  a  Bible  at  the  risk  the  pursuit  of  unbridled  plea- 
of  immediate  execution.  We've  sure  take  center  stage.  More 
never  witnessed  someone  being  and  more,  Christian  ideals  are 
tom  apart  by  guard  dogs  at  a  being  marginalized  in  western 
prison  camp  because  he/she  cultures  where  anything  done 
won't  renounce  his/her  faith.  We  with  anybody  is  considered  chi 
can’t  imagine  what  it  feels  like  and  permissible, 
to  be  trapped  inside  a  house  of  Much  prayer  is  required,  as 
worship  with  our  families  as  it  is  well  as  backbone  to  stand  up 
burned  down  around  us.  for  our  faith.  As  Satan  rallies 

In  Sudan,  the  Islamist  gov-  his  forces  against  us  (as  he 
eminent  has  promised  to  exter-  always  has),  we  need  to  awakei 
minate  the  country’s  Christian  from  our  self-imposed  spiritua 
population.  China  s  communist  torpor  and  get  to  work  (Matt, 
leaders  are  stepping  up  their  28: 18-20). 

repressive  policies  against  all  If  we  don’t,  it  is  going  to 

faiths,  Christian  or  not.  Buddhist  get  much  darker  in  the  days 
extremists  across  Asia  are  perse-  to  come. 
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Glorieta  leaseholders 
file  suit  against  SBC, 
others  over  sale  details 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  The  South*  for  a  Christian  camping  minis- 
era  Baptist  Convention  (SBC),  try  earlier  this  year." 
its  executive  committee,  Life*  The  Tompkins  want  the  sale 
Way  Christian  Resources,  and  of  Glorieta,  which  is  set  to  be 
a  long  list  of  trustees  and  staff  finalized  this  month,  to  be  put 
membere  have  been  named  in  on  hold  until  the  SBC  can  vote 
a  lawsuit  over  the  sale  of  the  on  it  in  2014  and  2015. 

Glorieta  Conference  Center  to  Sixty-five  churches,  instt- 
a  Christian  ministry  named  tutions,  and  individuals  own 
Glorieta  2.°.  structures  on  lots  at  Glorieta 

The  lawsuit,  filed  by  Kirk  but  do  not  own  the  land  -  a 
and  Susie  Tompkins  of  Little  practice  started  in  1952  with 
Rock,  At.,  claims  the  Glorieta  25-year  non-renewable  leas- 
property,  located  east  of  San-  es.  Most  of  the  current  leases 
ta  Fe,  N.M.,  was  not  properly  expire  this  fall  and,  if  not  re¬ 
transferred  from  the  execu-  newed,  require  leaseholders  to 
five  committee  to  LifeWay  af-  vacate  the  properties, 
ter  the  executive  committee  Glorieta  2.0  has  given  lease- 
received  it  from  the  Baptist  holders  several  options: 
Convention  of  New  Mexico  ■  compensation  based  oa 
ln  the  size  of  each  structure. 

The  Tompkins,  who  lease  ranging  from  a  minimum  of 
property  at  Glorieta,  contend  $40,000  to  a  maximum  of 
that  the  original  1950  warran-  $100,000. 
ty  deed  from  the  New  Mexico  I  a  new  12-year  lease, 
convention  remains  the  only  ■  those  who  have  been  in¬ 
deed  on  record  in  Santa  Fe  volved  in  ministry,  inclnd- 
County,  and  no  transfer  of  ing  pastors  and  missionaries, 
deed  is  recorded.  can  become  permanent  resi- 

The  lawsuit  also  appears  to  dents  of  Glorieta  and  stay  on 
assert  that  LifeWay  Christian  campus  as  long  as  they  are 
Resources  erred  in  approving  physically  able, 
the  sale  of  the  property  to  the  ■  donation  of  their  homes 
Christian  camping  ministry  to  Git  rieta  2.0  as  a  charitable 
Glorieta  2.0  in  June  because  contribution, 
an  affirmative  vote  by  messen-  Leaseholders  had  until 

?;ers  to  the  SBC  annual  meet-  Sept.  1  to  choose  one  of  the 
ng  is  required  for  two  consec-  options,  and  the  vast  majority 
utive  years  in  order  for  a  sale  tot  them  did,  according  to  Gler- 
to  commence.  rieta  2.0's  executive  director. 

D.  August  Boto.  executive  Anthony  Scott, 
vice  president  and  general  When  LifeWay  announced 
counsel  for  the  executive  com-  its  trustees'  approval  to  sell 
mittee,  said  LifeWay  owns  Glorieta,  it  emphasized  that 
Glorieta  and  explained  that  one  of  the  most  important  re- 
the  only  sale  of  property  by  quirements  of  the  sale  was 
an  SBC  entity  which  would  'that  the  new  owners  provide 
require  convention  approval  options  that  are  fair,  reason- 
—  in  one  meeting,  not  two  —  able  and  prudent  for  individu- 
would  be  if  the  entity  proposed  als  and  churches  that  lease 
to  sell  all  or  substantially  all  of  land  at  Glorieta." 
its  property.  The  lawsuit  contends  that 

■Tins  sale  does  not  rise  to  the  options  available  to  lease- 
that  level,"  Boto  said.  holders  are  not  fair  or  reason- 

In  a  statement  released  to  able  and  would  cause  irrepara- 
Baptist  Press  Sept.  5,  Boto  ble  harm.  Kirk  Tompkins  told 
said,  “We  see  no  legal  basis  for  the  Albuquerque  Journal  that 
the  proposition  that  Execu-  language  referring  to  many  of 
five  Committee  or  convention  the  private  Glorieta  residences 
permission  is  required  before  as  "cabins’  is  misleading  to 
LifeWay  may  dispose  of  the  LifeWay  trustees  and  others 
Glorieta  property.  We  believe,  who  aren't  familiar  with  the 
therefore,  that  the  case  filed  is  area.  He  said  he  pays  insur- 
without  any  legal  merit,  and  anee  on  his  home  setting  its 
that  the  court  will  concur."  value  af  $382,000. 

Marty  King,  director  of  cor-  LifeWay  trustees,  at  their 
porate  communications  for  August  meeting,  voted  to  add 
LifeWay,  said  in  a  statement,  140  acres  to  the  previously  an- 
"We  have  proper  deeds  for  all  nounced  sale  of  Glorieta  "to 
of  Glorieta  and  are  confident  provide  additional  incentive 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  Glorieta  2.0  to  increase 
approval  is  not  required  for  compensation  to  those  who 
this  transaction.  have  built  cabins  and  made 

"LifeWay's  bylaws  do  re-  other  improvements  on  leased 
quire  approval  for  such  action  property  on  the  campus." 
by  our  SBC -elected  board  of  Those  acres  are  not  con- 
trustees,  and,  LifeWay's  trust-  tiguous  to  the  main  proper- 
ees  approved  disposition  of  the  ty,  and  LifeWay  had  planned 
Gloneta  property  two  years  to  market  those  properties 
ago  and  the  sale  to  Glorieta  2.0  __  separately. 


ANSWERING  NEEDS  —  Southern  Baptist  relief  efforts  are  touching  lives  as  an  estimated 
two  million  refugees  have  fled  Syria  for  neighboring  countries.  Southern  Baptists  are  fa¬ 
cilitating  ongoing  projects  with  Syrian  refugees  in  four  countries  that  are  distributing  food 
packets,  hygiene  kits,  and  temporary  shelter.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  BGR) 


Southern  Baptist  relief  having 
impact  among  Syrian  refugees 


MIDDLE  EAST  (BP)  —  At  Relief  (formerly  the  World  small  amounts  of  medicines 
home  in  Syna,  he  was  a  law-  Hunger  Fund).  through  ongoing  projects 

yer.  Today,  he  is  a  refugee  in  a  “The  majority  of  Syrian  with  Syrian  refugees  in  four 
neighboring  country,  looking  refugees  are  women  and  chil-  countries.  Palmer  reported, 
for  any  type  of  work  to  sup-  dren  and  a  few  older  men,"  "Most  of  these  are  the  dis¬ 
port  his  wife  and  children  and  Palmer  said.  "Husbands,  fa-  tribution  of  food  packets, 
his  nieces  and  nephews  who  thers,  brothers  and  uncles  hygiene  kits  and  temporary 
had  fled  the  country.  stayed  behind  to  protect  their  shelter  needs  to  sustain  fami- 

The  20  members  of  this  precious  resources  —  unfor-  lies  who  literally  have  walked 
family  found  their  way  to  tunately,  many  times  in  vain,  away  from  pretty  much  every- 
a  makeshift  refugee  town,  They  were  so  thankful  for  the  thing  they  own.  Palmer  said, 
where  20  families  had  used  small  amount  of  help  we  gave  ‘All  of  them  are  done  in  the 
feed  sacks,  plastic  bags,  card-  them.  We  promised  we  would  love  and  name  of  Christ  to 
board  —  anything  they  could"  be  back  tne  following  week  help  these  who  have  no  one 
find  —  to  create  shelters,  with  more."  else  to  turn  to." 

The  community,  now  with  An  estimated  two  million  In  the  face  of  such  great 
too  families,  has  found  some  refugees  have  fled  Syria  for  need,  it  is  hard  to  only  be 
vacant  farm  land  and  worked  neighboring  countries  such  able  to  share  a  small  amount, 
out  an  agreement  with  as  Jordan,  Lebanon,  Turkey,  Palmer  said.  ‘I  thought  about 
the  owner  to  grow  some  and  Iraq.  The  prospect  of  the  miracle  of  the  fish  and 
food  there.  Western  powers  entering  the  loaves.  I  wondered  how  God 

“With  more  than  five  mil-  conflict  has  dramatically  in-  would  multiply  the  small 
lion  people  displaced,  either  creased  the  outflow  in  recent  amount  of  food  that  each  of 
outside  or  inside  the  coun-  days.  Palmer  noted.  them  received.  I  then  thought 

try,  the  challenges  continue  ‘Our  relief  and  develop-  about  the  generous  donors 
to  mount  as  to  where  to  re-  ment  efforts  among  the  ref-  in  my  home  country.  Even 
spond,"  said  Jeff  Palmer,  ugees  are  into  the  second  though  many  gave  small 
executive  director  of  Baptist  year,”  Palmer  said.  “To  date,  amounts,  Goa  had  multiplied 
Global  Response  (BGR).  we  have  helped  mobilize  over  their  gifts  and  blessed  them 

"While  there  are  some  of-  $750,000  in  relief  goods  to  so  that  so  many  this  day 
ficial  sites  and  camps  for  this  crisis  —  a  small  amount  were  blessed, 
refugees,  the  majority  of  compared  to  the  ongoing  “We  ask  continued  prayer 
those  displaced  are  still  in  need,  but  we  have  been  able  for  wisdom  and  knowl- 
makeshift  locations,  such  as  to  direct  what  we  have  to  edge  —  to  find  the  most  ef- 
with  friends  or  families,  or  some  key  areas  and  through  fective  and  efficient  places 
they  are  just  finding  any-  some  key  partners.”  and  people  in  need  that  we 

where  relatively  safe  to  lay  Working  primarily  through  can  help,  to  choose  wisely, 
their  heads."  partners  on  the  ground  who  We  also  pray  for  continued 

Palmer  met  the  refugee  can  mobilize  critically  need-  safety  and  guidance  for  our 
lawyer  just  two  days  after  ed  items  to  refugees  as  well  partners  who  put  so  much  at 
the  family  had  arrived  from  as  internally  displaced  per-  risk  to  respond,  and  we  pray 
Syria.  He  was  able  to  share  sons,  BGR  is  helping  mainly  for  peace  —  true  peace  —  that 
an  emergency  food  packet  in  the  area  of  emergency  food  can  only  come  from  above  for 
provided  by  Southern  Bap-  packets,  hygiene  kits,  basic  all  of  those  caught  up  in  this 
fists  through  Global  Hunger  shelter  materials,  and  some  terrible  tragedy. 
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sus  responded  to  tell  of  a  man  who  was 
taken  down  by  thieves.  He  was  beaten 
and  left  on  the  side  of  the  road  to  die 
It  is  the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
Jesus  knew  what  they  were  trying  to  do 
and  with  incredible  clarity,  He  side¬ 
stepped  their  attack  and  gave  them 
even  more  understanding. 

The  tragedy  is  that  they  were  receiving 

from  Him  great  troths,  but  they  were  not 
acting  in  obedience  upon  those  troths. 


•  Futral.  executive  director-treeterer 
ippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Just  Enough  to  Make  You  Mad 


it  enough  of  Jesus' 

„  - their  problems  but 

to  frustrate  and  anger  them.  Later,  when 
enough  to  transform  their  lives  and  bring  Jesus  was  on  the  cross,  one  of  the  thieves 
them  to  fullness  of  joy,  life  and  obedience,  hanging  beside  Him  who  was  seeing  his 
You  may  recall  that  time  when  thw  life  ebb  away  wanted  to  taunt  Jesus,  at- 
were  trying  to  corner  Jesus  and  get  Him  tack  Him  and  not  believe  in  Him.  He  was 

to  declare  which  was  the  greatest  of  all  close  to  the  Lord,  but  all  he  wanted  to  do 

of  the  commandments.  Tney  thought  was  to  argue  the  issues  with  Him.  He  was 
that  they  had  Him  hemmed  up  when  He  close  enough  to  be  forgiven  and  enjov  the 

told  them,  "Thou  shah  love  the  Lord  thy  Lord’s  love.  He  was  so  close,  but  he  left 
God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  this  life  with  nis  eternity  empty, 

soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  AD  of  us  can  do  that  and  may  have 
first  and  great  commandment.  And  the  been  guilty  of  doing  that  numerous  times 

second  islike  unto  it.  Thou  shah  love  thy  over  dozens  of  different  issues  and  needs 


get  a  little  more  insight  from  Him  and  a 
tad  more  understanding  about  Him  and 
His  kingdom  work.  But  they  did  not  get 


MSL4  udio  LLC 


Cora  Joyce  Davis,  third 
from  left,  is  shown 
with  (Mt  to  right)  her 

son,  David  C.  Davis, 
Jerry  Rankin,  presi¬ 
dent  emeritus  of  the 
International  Mission 
Board  andWCU  trust¬ 
ee,  and  her  daughter, 
Nan  Davis,  before 
the  Dedication  Cer¬ 
emony  for  Davis  Hall 
at  WILLIAM  CAREY 
UNIVERSITY  August 
22.  The  women’s  resi¬ 
dence  hall  was  named 
for  Cora  Joyce  and  her 
late  husband  Ralph, 
alumni  of  Missis¬ 
sippi's  Woman  College 
(WCU's  predecessor). 


Design  &  Integration  of  Profcutf  nal  Audio,  Video. 
Church.  Conference  Room.  Scbx  ) 

Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

Trooper  Hales  p.O.  Box  1575 

infiVu  msaudiollc.com  'Clinton,  MS  39060 


&  Lighting 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924- 2MI0 


RCM  KBOC  TO  YXRCM  ASRTGCQ, 
PVSQGUO,  GP  TO  BRUO  VWQBX  RQRG- 
CYX  RCT:  XBRX  TVWS  PRXBOS  REYV  KB- 
GNB  GY  GC  BORUOC  ZRT  PVSQGUO  TVW 
TVWS  XSOYARYYOY. 


In  other  College  News: 

.  ►Mississippi  College  is  host¬ 
ing  its  Fall  Preview  Day  Sept  14. 
Open  house  at  Providence  Hffl 
Farm,  11  a.m.;  check  in  at  Nelson 
Hall,  1  p.m.,  followed  by  speak 
crs,  class  visitation,  dinner  on 
the  Quad,  and  Choctaws  footbaD 
game.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  admissions  office  at  (601) 
985-3800  or  visit  the  Preview  Day 
Page  at  www.mc.edu. 

>•  James  Sclater  received  the 
Mtaiiiaippl  College's  Award  of 
Excellence.  Sdater  is  a  former 
professor  and  has  penned  more 
than  125  musical  works  performed 

across  the  United  States  and  Eu¬ 
rope.  He  retired  from  the  school 
faculty  in  2010  after  more  than  40 
years  of  service  as  a  professor. 


THE  LAW  OFFICES  OF 

William  B.  Howell,  Ltd, 

CM3S  B  A  LONG-TERM  AKRAAGCACI4T 
WIMTH06E  WE  SERVE 
nwcs  simple  boh  most  in  chargi 


ZRSD  OEOUOC:  XKOCXT-PGUO 
Clue:  A  =  P 

navefunwHh  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl- 
A  tong  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
WrulMfeiiaiife  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
wepuiz/e.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Romans  2:12 

•y  Charles  Mux.  1*32-2004,0  2Q0S 


fUMINATt  UNNECESSARY  DELAYS 

I  HMI  "It  >  of  ,Wrtv|,1(  ^ 

AND  TtICat  FAMILY 

GOOD  PLANNING  MAKES  FOR  - 

SMOOTH  SAILING  jttRk 

1-800-839-7857  IttS, 

www.howeUelderlaw.com  N75£?*T 
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SUDAN 


HHJed  by  Evangelical  take  power  in  Chad.  We  need  >  /  / 

adere  Michel  Gbegbe  your  support,  brothers.  It  should  — /  /  & 

)le  Banga.  Churches  help  us  in  material,  money  and  '  M  | 

ban  institutions  have  homes.  We  agree  that  your  items  j 

■rated  and  plundered,  come  to  fight  on  our  side "  )  pep  -  ( 

I  pastors  have  been  as-  The  World  Evangelical  Alii-  ^  OF  THE  '  ‘ 

1  nuns  raped"  ance's  Religious  ljberty  Com-  .  ~  CONGO  L r - 

jyame  was  briefly  ar-  mission  (WEA-RLC)  released  a  >  ,  Jr 

1  6  for  criticizing  the  statement  Aug.  19  highlighting  - - L“ 

it  at  Ins  church,  even  »  the  A  United  Nations  panel  - -  _„,IUC  lu 

Central  African  Republic,  relay-  said  in  August  that  the  rule  of  die  in  the  bush  due  to  disease 
*5*  *  'TP?"  Cattolic  l**v  u  ‘almost  non-existent"  exposure  and  malnutrition." 

noup  Aid  to  Church  m  Need  and  noted  the  many  atroci-  Diotodia  has  claimed  neonle 

22*“  »«**  ‘.'S  CarT<Sd  °Uut,jn  the  Ce?,tral  outside  his  control  are  co^fit- 

^  African  Republic  as  well  as  ting  the  atrocities,  but  Bishop 
general  insecurity.  AlbertVanbuel, president  ofthe 

left^roore  than  1,000  homeless.  Madge  of  Human  Rights  Catholic  Bishops  Justice  and 
^  *°ud  Mornin*  Star  *«  Peace  Commission,  denounced 

*Vtora  ”ver-  mdurfag the  CARS  humanitarian  crisis  the  Seleka  government  in  a 
corpse  of  a  five-motrth-tJd  baby.  verges  on  catastrophe,"  with  May  5  statement  as  "a  rebellion 
1  nese  incidents  highlight  tar-  Seleka  fighters  still  looting  of  religious  extremism  with 
OinatiansM^Wak  neighborhoods  in  the  capital  evil  intentions,  characterized 
dov™_a*  “d  order  in  the  and  rampaging  through  pro-  by  profanation  and  planned 

srisiS.jsxa; 

said  m  the  statement.  actors  cannot  accesa  the  most  Protestantchurches." 


DEM.  REP. 
OFTHE  CONGO 


uslims  have  siirhced  that  was  reportedly 
:wis  Mudge  written  by  Djotodia  to  the  Saudi 
Watch  told  Arabia-based  Organization  of 
...  --  m  an  email,  Islamic  Conference  in  2012, 

adding  that  Seleka  agents  “have  asking  for  help  overthrowing 
not  hesitated  to  attack  Christian  Bozize's  government, 
places  of  worship."  "God  willing  and  we  come  to 

Nicolas  Guerekoyame  is  the  Bangui;  we  will  put  in  place  a 


of  Human 


Sec.  of  State  issues  appeal  for  release  of  Americans 


in  Inn  vowing  to  improve  international  reb-  a  statement  in  March,  Kerry  said  he  was  threatening  "national  security,"  which  is  a 
tions,  U.S.  Secretary  of  State  John  Kerry  on  ‘deeply  concerned’  about  the  pastre-  and  was  catch-all  pnraae  often  used  by  Iranian  courts 
Aug  28  called  on  Iran  to  release  Saeed  Abedi-  “disturbed  by  reports"  that  he  was  suffering  to  imprison  converts  from  Islam  for  various 
ni,  an  Iranian-American  pastor  held  captive  physical  and  psychological  abuse  in  prison.  sorts  of  evangelistic  activities, 
for  his  faith.  Jordan  Sektdow,  executive  director  of  the  Upon  his  arrest,  Abedini  was  taken  to  Evin 

“The  United  States  respectfully  asks  the  American  Center  for  Law  and  Justice,  a  key  Prison  in  Tehran,  known  for  its  particularly 
Government  of  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  advocate  for  Abedini's  release,  described  harsh  treatment  of  prisoners.  During  his 
to  work  cooperatively  with  us  in 1  our  efforts  Kerry’s  statement  as  an  important  diplomatic  months  in  prison,  the  pastor  has  been  placed 
to  help  U.S.  citizens  Robert  Levinson,  Amir  step  m  the  effort  for  Abedini’s  freedom.  in  solitary  confinement  at  least  twice  and  has 

Hekmati,  and  Saeed  Abedini  to  return  to  *We  welcome  this  renewed  involvement  endured  repeated  beatings  by  prison  officials 

their  families  after  lengthy  detentions,"  Kerry  and  effort  initiated  by  Secretary  Kerry  to  who  have  attempted  to  force  turn  to  recant  his 


‘-.This  statement 
from  America's  top 
diplomat  reaffirms  that 
despite  the  devastat¬ 
ing  legal  decision  in 
Iran,  the  fight  for  Pas¬ 
tor  Saeed' s  freedom 
is  far  from  over,  ft  is  a 
critical  time  to  reen¬ 
gage  Iran,  to  use  all 
diplomatic  avenues  to 
secure  his  release.* 
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Th*  Audibel  Anthem™  XT 
with  Hydrashield2  technology 
is  the  most  reliable  hearing  ^ 
aid  on  the  market  today. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Students  from  POPLAR  SPRINGS  CHURCH.  MENDENHALL,  recently  attended  Student  Life 
Cagle,  Reid,  and  Robin  Risher.  camP ,n  Ru*ton' La- 


h?-‘*  -mi 


L  IIIIIM  ^e»=P^-  - ”  YELLOW  LEAF  CHURCH,  OXFORD,  licensed  Tracy  Gray  to 

CLARKE  ASSOCIATION  recognized  the  pastors  and  ministers  of  music  bom  in  the  1920's  the  ministry.  Shown  are  Gray,  Heather  Gray,  Riley  Gray,  Kaylee 
and  30's  in  the  association  for  their  service  during  a  luncheon.  Gray,  and  pastor  Jerry  East. 


We  can  help! 


1  Hearing  Help  For  Every  Need 
Payment  Plans /1 2-Month, 
Same  As  Cash  (WAC) 

1  Insurance  Accepted  / 
Discounts  Available 


*tLMi  BRANDON  COLUMBIA  HATTIESBURG  JACKSON  LAUREL  LUCEDALE  MERIDIAN-  PASCAGOULA  PICAYUNE  VICKSBURG 

22S  281  0033  60 1  71AM  „  , 4 


American  Technology.  Mississippi  Care.  Since  1962. 


Aetna,  United  Healthcare.  Humana,  Coventry,  etc. 
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students 
and  lead¬ 
ers  from 

CALVARY 
CHURCH, 

BOGUE 
CHITTO, 
attended 
M-Fuge  in 
Nashville, 

Tenn.,  par¬ 
ticipating  in 
Bible  study, 
mission 

work,  and  L^, 
fellowship.  L_ _ 


Just  for  the  Record 


WEST  HEIGHTS  CHURCH,  PONTOTOC,  held  a  deacon  or 

dination  Sept  1.  Shown  are  pastor  David  Hamilton,  Benjamin 
and  Cassie  Hamilton,  Scott  and  Jennifer  Dodson,  and  John 
and  Chrisy  Suggs. 

Children 


Members  of  CROSS  ROADS  CHURCH.  PELAHATCHIE. 

are  shown  delivering  300  encouragement  bags  to  the  Heder- 
man  Cancer  Center,  Jackson,  for  all  new  patients. 


In  other  Church 
News: 

>  The  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Chaplains'  Associa¬ 
tion  will  meet  Sept.  20,  8:15 
a.m.,  in  the  Skyroom  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  Jackson.  Guest 
speaker  is  Richard  Sale,  con¬ 
sultant  for  Chaplain  Minis¬ 
tries  for  the  South  Carolina 
Baptist  Convention.  Sale  wiO 
address  the  subject  of  min¬ 
istry  fatigue  and  give  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  NAMB 
endorsement.  Cost  is  S10  for 
lunch. 


ANTIOCH  CHURCH.  QUITMAN,  ordained  James W.  (Bill) 
Avera,  Jr.,  as  a  deacon  Sept.  1.  Shown  are  Curtis  Graham,  John 
Edwards.  Grady  Crowell,  Billy  Whitaker,  Avera,  and  Paula  Avera. 


TheWMU  ladies  of  IMMANUEL  CHURCH. 

GREENWOOD,  recently  sewed  47  pillow¬ 
case  dresses  that  were  taken  by  a  mission 
team  to  Malaysia  Aug.  14.  Student  Christian 
Robertson  is  shown  with  the  dresses. 


The  RAs  and  GAs  of  CALVARY  CHURCH. 


The  GAs  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHITTO.  held  a 
recognition  service  for  the  girls  to  receive  their  badges  earned 
earlier  this  year.  Shirley  Allen  and  Pam  Wallace,  leaders;  Hal 
Hatten.  pastor. 


AA- 


Don  Williams,  CROSSVIEW  CHURCH.  RANKIN  ASSO¬ 
CIATION.  and  Gene  Theriot.  MEADOW  GROVE  CHURCH. 


VICKSBURG,  held  a  'Christmas  in  August'  RANKIN  ASSOCIATION,  are  shown  teaching  classes  dur- 


mission. 


ing  an  East  Asia  mission  trip  recently. 
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Nation’s  largest  private  employer 
to  offer  same  sex  partner  benefits 

Sam  M.  Walton  College  of  to  work  with  them,’ Griffin  said. 


BENTONVMXE.  Ait  (BP)  -  Sam  M.  Walton  College  of  to  work  with  them,’ Griffin  said 
Walmart  will  offer  health  ben-  Business  in  Fayetteville,  told  Research  by  the  Human 
efits  for  married  and  unmarried  the  Democrat-Gazette.  Rights  Campaign  shows  62%  of 

same  sex  partners  of  all  full-  Hargrove  said  the  change  is  Fortune  500  companies  already 
time  employees  in  the  United  in  response  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  offer  domestic  partrer  benefits, 
States  suiting  in  January,  the  Court's  ruling  against  Section  3  USA  Today  reported, 
nation’s  largest  private  employ-  of  the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act  Hargrove  said  the  move  to  in- 

er  has  announced.  in  June,  which  cleared  the  way  dude  coverage  for  same-sex  do- 

Walmart  spokesman  Randy  for  same-sex  couples  legally  mestic  partners  is  “one  piece"  of 
H amove  defined  same-sex  married  in  their  own  states  to  the  company’s  updated benefits 
couples  as  those  “Irvins  together  receive  federal  benefits.  package,  which  also  includes  a 

in  an  ongoing,  exclusive,  com-  Rather  than  have  a  differ-  new  vision  plan  and  100%  cov- 
mitted  relationship  —  similar  ent  set  of  standards  for  em-  erage  for  some  surgeries, 
to  marriage  —  for  at  least  12  ployees  in  states  where  same  Forbes  quoted  a  leaked  inter¬ 
months,’  according  to  the  Ar-  sex  marriage  is  legal,  Walmart  nal  memo  obtained  by  a  homo- 
kansas  Democrat-Gazette  in  “thought  it  was  important  to  sexual  news  blog  in  which  Sally 
Little  Rock.  develop  a  single  definition  for  Welbom,  Walmart’s  senior  vice 

Though  the  company  expects  all  Walmart  associates  in  the  president  of  benefits,  told  man- 
couples  to  continue  to  share  U.S.  to  give  them  consistency  agers  the  change  was  a  “busi- 
a  household  indefinitely,  the  in  the  various  markets  we  op-  ness  decision,  not  a  moral  or 
newspaper  reported,  Hargrove  erate  in  across  the  country,”  political  decision.” 
said  Walmart  will  not  require  Hargrove  said.  “Given  the  diverse  world  we 

proof.  The  coverage  also  will  The  Wail  Street  Journal  live  in  today,  a  comprehensive 
include  heterosexual  couples  in  said  Walmart  previously  bad  benefits  package  that  indudes 
similar  relationships.  offered  benefits  to  domestic  domestic  partner  benefits  ap 

“Naturally,  [we’re]  disap-  partners  of  employees  in  states  peals  to  the  contemporary 
pointed,”  said  Tim  Wildmon,  that  required  the  company  to  workforce,”  Welbom  wrote, 
president  of  the  American  do  so  by  law.  The  Journal  also  “Many  companies,  including 
Family  Association  in  Tu-  indicated  that  Walmart  had  most  of  our  competitors,  ah 
pelo.  It  validates  a  lifestyle  been  under  pressure  from  ho-  ready  offer  spouse/partner  ben- 
which  we  think  corporate  mosexual  advocacy  groups  to  efits  to  their  employees.’ 
America  should  discourage  expand  coverage.  Welbom  cited  the  Pub- 

rather  than  promote.”  With  1.3  million  workers,  fix  grocery  store  chain  as  one 

As  of  press  time.  Baptist  Walmart  is  the  nation’s  larg-  competitor  that  does  not  offer 
Press  had  sought  other  com-  est  employer  besides  the  fed-  such  benefits, 
ments  from  pro-family  aources  eral  government  Half  of  its  ”1  honestly  thought  this 
but  had  not  received  any  and  employees  are  enrolled  in  its  would  never  happen,  Wayne 
hadeeen  very  little  in  the  media,  health  care  plans,  but  the  com-  Bell,  whose  same-sex  spouse 

move*  Jnffxmc*?  via  jxitcaTriS  marnr’Jffl  'oSStocr^t 

sent  to  employees  Aug.  26,  to  new  options.  Gazette.  •Walmart  has  always 

impact  other  employers.  Chad  Griffin,  president  of  the  seemed  to  me  like  a  right  wing 


Court  Justice  Richard 


attack  on  religious  liberty  is  _ _ _ __ _ | 

evident  in  the  New  Mexico  Su-  the  Constitution  protects  the 
preme  Court’s  ruling  that  two  rights  of  the  Christian  photog- 
Christian  photographers  vio-  raphers  to  pray  to  the  God  of 
lated  the  state's  Human  Rights  their  choice  and  follow  religious 
Act  by  refusing  to  photograph  a  teachings,  but  he  noted  that 
same-sex  “commitment  ceremo-  belief  and  practice  are  not  the 
ny,”  according  to  several  South-  same  things, 
era  Baptist  commentators.  Religious  liberty.  Boson 

‘Anyone  who  still  doubts  that  wrote,  must  be  subordinated  to 
the  normalization  of  homosexual-  the  state’s  anti-discrimination 
ity  and  the  legalization  of  same  sex  laws,  and  that  the  photogra- 
marriage  will  represent  a  seismic  phers  —  and  by  extension  oth- 
shift  in  the  culture  at  large  needs  era  —  are  “compelled  by  law  to 
only  to  look  to  New  Mexico  to  see  compromise  the  very  religious 
that  nothing  leas  than  religious  beliefs  that  inspire  their  lives." 
liberty  ia  now  under  threat  —  and  “The  Huguenina  today  can  no 

In  a  big  way,"  R.  Albert  Mohler  more  turn  away  customers  on 
Jr.,  president  of  the  Southern  the  basis  of  their  sexual  orien- 
Semuiary  in  Louisville,  Ky,  wrote  tation  —  photographing  a  same 
in  an  online  column  Aug.  26.  sex  marriage  ceremony  —  than 
Russell  D.  Moore,  president  they  could  refuse  to  photograph 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Effiics  &  African  Americans  or  Muslims,” 
Religious  Liberty  Commission  Bosson  wrote. 

(ERJJJ)  in  Nashville,  said  the  The  Huguenins  have  to 
Aug.  22  ruling  ‘demonstrates,  channel  their  conduct,  not  their 
a&un,  that  where  we  are  belief*,  so  as  to  leave  space  for 
headea  is  the  state-established  other  Americans  who  believe 
religion  of  sexual  liberation,  with  something  different.  That  com- 
the  law  used  to  steamrofi  every  promise  is  part  of  the  glue  that 
conscience  in  the  way."  holds  us  together  as  a  nation, 

Elaine  and  Jonathan  Hu-  the  tolerance  that  lubricates 
guenin,  owners  of  Elane  Pho-  the  varied  moving  parts  of  us 
tography,  were  asked  in  2006  as  a  people.” 

L,  _ _ uim..L  . .  1  r—r-* 


iy  Wal  mart's 
with  its  fairly 


size,  especial 
conservative 

it  sends  a  p  _  _ 

nal  that  if  Walmart  is  offering 
benefits  to  same-sex  partners, 
maybe  some  other  companies 
that  have  been  hanging  back 
will  follow  Walmart’s  lead,” 
Alan  EJlstraod,  a  professor  in 
the  University  of  Arkansas' 


CcvmoUttm/ 

~M  u*u*eppv~ 


ment  ceremony”  in  the  town 
of  Taos.  The  Huguenins,  citing 
their  Christian  belief  that  mar¬ 
riage  should  be  only  between  a 
man  and  woman,  declined  the 
request  alone  with  a  subsequent 

request  by  Willock’s  partner.  _ _ 

Mohler  described  the  Hu-  and  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  ~ 
guenins  as  Christiana  ‘who  Instead,  he  said,  the  ruling 
believe  that  marriage  is  exdu-  ‘points  to  the  comprehensive 
sively  the  union  of  a  man  and  scope  of  the  moral  and  legal 
a  woman.  They  further  believe  realignment  required  by  sarne- 
ttat  they  are  responsible  and  sex  marriage  -  and  eagerly  de- 
faithfui  only  if  they  avoid  any  manded  by  its  proponents.  The 
explicit  or  implied  endorsement  addition  of  sexual  orientation 
°*  ,  *®  »  denominator  of  a  protected 

Willock  found  another  photos-  class  was  sufficient  to  drag  the 
rapho-  at  a  lower  price  but  fileda  Huguenins  before  a  court  in  a 
complaint  with  the  New  Mexico  state  that  itself  does  not  legally 
Human  Rights  Commission,  ae-  recognize  same-sex  marriage 
amng  Elane  Photography  of  dis-  The  New  Mexico  SurSeme 
crimination  based  on  her  sexual  Court  has  now  made  clear  that 
orientation.  The  Huguenins  were  the  price  to  be  paid  by  many  is 
found  guilty  and  ordered  to  pay  the  forfeiture  of  their  religious 
hefty  fines.  liberty,”  Mohler  wrote. 


Mohler  described  Rosson'ale- 
1  opinion  as  a  blatant  error  in 


Historic  Pilgrimage  & 
Pioneer  Day  Festival 


Pilgrimage 

CarToUtonMsTd 

(olgmail.com 


Cotesworth 
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(uiyahoo.com 
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MS  POSITIONS 


Arlington  heights  baptist 

CHURCH  OF  PASCAGOULA  MIS¬ 
SISSIPPI  1$  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME 
MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Send  resumes  to 
Mnglon  Heights  Baptist  Church  Atlan- 
tton  Search  Committee  3S19  Arlington 
SI .  Pascagoula,  MS  39581  or  email  to 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


^  Ackerman  Church.  Ack¬ 
erman:  Revival,  Sept.  15  - 
18;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  ana  6  p.m.; 
Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Wade 
Stevens,  speaker;  Josh  Bu¬ 
ford,  music. 

►  Harmony  Church,  Lin¬ 
coln  County:  Revival,  Sept. 
15  -  18;  Sun.,  u  a.m„  Walt 
Grayson,  speaker;  Sun.,  6 
p.m.  and  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Jeff  Davis,  speaker; 
Aaron  Walker,  worship  lead¬ 
er;  Owen  King,  pastor. 

►  Hebron  Cnurch,  Grana¬ 
da:  Revival,  Sept.  15  -  t8;  7 
p.m.  nightly;  Dan  Robertson, 
Cary  Worthington,  Michael 
Lee,  and  Paul  Blanchard, 
speakers;  Leslie  Reeves,  mu¬ 
sic. 

►  Balia  Fountain  Church, 
Ocean  Springs:  Revival, 
Sept.  15  -  18;  Sun.,  10:45 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  - 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Valton  Doug¬ 
las,  speaker;  Damon  West- 
faul,  worship  leader;  Larry 
Darden,  pastor. 

►  Union  Chapel  Church, 
Cagle's  Crossing,  North 
Delta  Association:  75th  an¬ 
niversary,  Sept.  14,  to  a.m., 
including  fellowship,  music, 
and  potluck  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  revival,  Sept.  15 


-  18;  Sun.,  9  a.m.  and  6:30 
p.m.  nightly;  Edd  Lawrence, 
speaker;  Dan  Sandlin,  pastor 
►  Chunky  Church,  Chunky: 
Revival,  Sept.  15  -  18;  Sun., 
n  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  Jim  Hill,  speaker;  Gary 
Thorne,  music. 

t Tuscola  Church,  Tuscola: 

(rival.  Sept.  15  -  18;  Sun., 
11  a.m.,  followed  by  fellow¬ 
ship  lunch  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. 
-  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Eddie  Ham¬ 
ilton,  speaker;  Amelia  Lang¬ 
ford,  music;  T.  J.  Bates,  pas¬ 
tor. 

►  Hope  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia:  One-day  revival;  Sept. 
15  and  29, 11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Dan  Howard  and  Tommy 
Anderson,  speakers;  home¬ 
coming,  Sept.  22, 10:30  a.m. 
followed  by  potluck  lunch; 
Brian  Weir,  speaker. 

►  Elon  Church,  Macon: 
1  omecoming,  Sept.  15;  ser¬ 
vices,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Danny  Cheatham, 
speaker;  Steve  and  Becky 
Carver,  music. 

►  New  Providence  Church, 
Carthage:  Homecoming, 

Sept.  15;  services,  10  a.m., 
fallowed  by  lunch;  Rick 
White,  speaker;  Corey  Bell, 
pastor. 


mailings  tor  2014 


Just  for  the  Record 


CALVARY  CHURCH,  HATTIESBURG. 

ordained  Steven  Hudson  as  deacon  Sept. 
1.  Shown  are  Phillip  Nobles,  Hudson,  Jody 
Hasty  and  pastor  Jeff  Floyd. 


The  children  of  CALVARY  CHURCH. 
VICKSBURG,  are  shown  with  their  BELIEVE 
bucket. The  children  collected  funds  for  build¬ 
ings  and  grounds. 


BELDEN  CHURCH,  BELDEN.  recently 
ordained  Joe  Cash  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
Bridgette  Cash,  Cash,  and  pastor  Jim  Holcomb. 


FLOWOOD  CHURCH,  FLOWOOD.  or¬ 
dained  Ford  Jones  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
Jerry  Tuner  and  Jones. 


MMSTER  OF  MUSK.  PART-TIME  POSI¬ 
TION.  Please  send  resume  Sr  Muse  Com¬ 
mon  CTO  Eighm  Avenue  Bapbst  Churcti, 

801 C  St  Meriden,  MS  38301 _ 

Bt- VOCATIONAL  YOUTH  MMISTER 

WILDWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  CUN- 
TON.  MS.  PtoaM  mail  resume  to  WRNvood 
Baptist  Church  101  Auburn  Or..  CMon.  MS 
39056  or  email  to  srerbcQcomcast  net 
DUCK  HIU  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  DUCK 
HILL.  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME 
STUDENT  PASTORAMNISTER  OF  MUSK 
Ptoase  e-mail  resumes  to  <MxLse<ntsry@ 
yahoo  com 


CLASSIFIEDS 


MEMXAN  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  JACKSON,  STAINED  GLASS:  new  widows  an) 
TENN.  (RIWWJBCJAX.ORG)  IS  SEEKING  repan.  Hopper  Stoned  Glass,  Jadtson. 

A  FULL  TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OF  601-502-0202. _ 

TOUTH  AND  RECREATION  Please  »-ma4  get  AWAY  AT  BETSY'S  UL’  CABINS  caM 

ffvrr 18  5^-m°*>&ah°o  car'  for  a  brodsra  <01-9404841 _ 

rsr  affordable  8EACHSBE  vacation 
COMOOS:  GULF  SHORES  1  ORANGE 
Dtp  BIBLES  REBOUND.  AJao,  dwell  M-  BEACH.  AL  Ran  dead  torn  Chraban 
Family  Owners.  Lowest  Paces  on  9ia  Beach 
IK  453-74S4  or  fas  us  to  662-4564743  wSTguHihoreeoondoe  com.  205-55M366 

•AMT  A  QOOO  GROUP  OF  CHRISTIAN  206-152-1231. 251-752-2366 _ 

WOMEN  TO  ENTERTAIN  AT  YOUR  NEXT  mnoqw  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  RM- 


CHUNKY  CHURCH,  CHUNKY,  held  a 
deacon  ordination  for  Lance  Dean  and  Chris 
Massey  Sept.  1.  Shown  are  Dean,  pastor  Matt 
Pittman,  and  Massey. 


HARPERVILLE  CHURCH.  HARPERVILLE, 

recently  licensed  Jason  Tillman  to  the  min¬ 
istry.  Tillman  serves  as  the  church’s  student 
minister.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Joni  and 
pastor  Bobby  McKay. 


jjBROR  Lilians  GROUP?  CaS  tie  qows  ANO  storm  vandcms  buB  to  M  your 
™J99*r  Rooa  a  wash**  gnx*>  w»  ang.  ogenng  Plus  ne»  wmdow  soaane  snd 
*y  "*«■»  Cal  us  al  mm,  &  ,creens  CM  Tom  Coc*  601- 
70B-46T9 


&m.  -  ‘4i 


or m wntTunwareunm  Unicom  Chnsban  owned  Oon 

g0""*”"1 _  &  Rita  Sabran  601-992-2092  AH  home 

GATUNBURG  RENTALS  Catan  J95mee  rmprovemenls  siding  energy  ediaenl 
■fa  Catoo  S75Mto  Contact  632  922  0401  .mom  metol  1  Mangle  roots  screen 
<*  E-mat  pdNv4T60fla»  net  far  rtbrmaScn  6  sunrooms,  peao  covers.  Net*  room 
snd  boobing  sddmons  Mchen  6  beth  ipgredes 


FIRST  CHURCH.  NICHOLSON,  ordained 
Zack  Malley  to  the  ministry  Aug.  25.  Shown, 
back  row,  are  AMD  Carl  Myers,  Sarah  Mal¬ 
ley,  Melley,  and  Charles  O'Cherry;  front  row, 
Aiden  Malley  and  Rilie  Malley. 


Members  of  GRACE  CHURCH,  VICKS¬ 
BURG,  attended  an  open  house,  Aug.  18 
which  was  given  to  the  church  by  the  late 
Sam  Wright.  Pastor  Bryan  Abel  is  seen  accept¬ 
ing  the  keys  to  the  house  from  Frank  Wright. 


The  Baptist  Record  September  12, 2013 


9 


Maturing 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


mi  jil .  -I  .mi  Hit-  linlit  ol  I  he  «<>rl(l. 
H  hot \t  i  lollous  mi  will  mil  walk 
in  darkness  lull  will  hast  l hi- 
li-jlil  ol  lilt  ."  i .lull n  S:  I  2  I 


S  i  nip  It  sha 
with  ( 


■  death .  1 1  n  |it  ill .  i 

™  .1.  I  lit  I  it  s  e  Jesus  died  and  rose 

from  Ihe  (irate  In  for^ite  im  sins 
and  In  restore  im  relal ionshi|> 
with  ton.  1 1  In  lit  \ e  in  .lesus.i 
4.  Its  lailli.  I  intile  Jesus  (  hrisl 
a  into  im  life,  from  this  lime  on. 
I'tianl  in  lite  in  a  lot  inn  relationship 
with  Him.  (I  reeeite  (  hrisl  as 
nit  Sat  im  and  I .ord.i 


"Hill  as  niant  as  reteited  him.  In  lliein  he  uate 
Ihe  riulil  In  hecome  eliildreu  of  (iiid.eten  In 
those  who  iK-liete  in  his  name."  ijoliii  1 : 1 2 1 
If  tun  make  a  derision  for  (  hrisl  tndat.  eonlael  a 
loeal  Southern  Baptist  eluireh  for  spiritual  miidanee. 


tionality  and  non-combatant  gas  i 
immunity.  ,  ,  M<* 

■  have  a  reasonable  prob-  m  a 
ability  of  success. 

to  each  -j  do  not  see,  from  Presi- 
said  in  debt  obama,  a  reasonable  op- 
led  to  portunity  to  prevail,”  Moore 

_ _  said  in  the  RNS  article  com- 

*No  one  is  attacking  or  piled  by  culture  writer  Jon- 
threatening  to  attack  the  athan  Merritt,  “or  even  a 
United  States  or  any  ally  of  definition  of  what  prevailing 
the  United  States.  In  fact,  would  mean, 
should  the  U.S.  go  to  war  with  “Regime  change  is  not  the 
Syria  it  will  vastly  increase  point  of  this  action,  and  even 
the  risk  of  Syrian  attack  on  Jf  jt  were,  we  don’t  yet  know 
U.S.  allies  in  the  region,"  said  who  the  good  guys  are.  Re- 
Heimbach,  who  was  instru-  placing  one  set  of  terrorists 
mental  in  developing  Presi-  with  another  does  not  bring 
dent  George  H.W.  Bush’s  just  about  justice  or  peace, 
war  ethic  for  the  1991  Gulf  “I  agree  with  the  Presi- 
War  when  he  served  as  dep-  dent  on  the  moral  urgency 
uty  executive  secretary  of  the  Qf  Syria  and  I  morally  reject 
Domestic  Policy  Council.  the  crypto-isolationist  voic- 

Heimbach  noted,  “The  es  that  tell  us,  in  every  era, 
meaning  and  interpretation  to  tend  to  ’America  First’ 


ATTACK 

com.  from  p.  1 


ni  riciklf'C  down  last  year  and  the  30  in 

t/LUDInlUO  2011,  by  Operation  Rescues 

com.  from  p.  1  count.  While  others  estimate 

...  a  smaller  number  of  closings, 
shows  that  my  life  has  indeed  the  pattern  is  clear, 
come  full  circle.”  Some  of  the  shutdowns 

Since  her  conversion  from  bave  been  of  major  clinics, 
abortion  clinic  director  to  For  (notice,  Virginia’s  No.  1 
pro-life  advocate,  Johnson  abortion  provider  closed,  The 
has  started  a  ministry  to  help  Washington  Post  reported  in 
workers  leave  the  abortion  nQva  Women  s  Health- 

industry.  She  has  pledged  to  care  jn  Fairfax,  Va.,  shut  down 
“fight  until  every  abortion  after  state  and  local  govern- 
clinic  in  this  country  has  shut  ments  enacted  regulations  the 
its  doors.”  ....  abortion  provider  appeared 

The  last  abortion  clinic  in  unabte  t0  meet. 

Mississippi,  Jackson  Womens  The  northem  Virginia  clinic 
Health  Organization  on  North  performed  3,066  abortions  in 
State  Street  in  Jackson,  nas  2012  and  3,567  in  2011. 
filed  a  federal  lawsuit  rather  ybe  reasons  given  for  the 
than  abide  by  increased  regu-  UpSWjng  in  closings  are  var¬ 
iations  mandated  in  recent  even  among  pro-lifers, 

years  by  the  state  s  legislature.  inc|udjmr  . 

A  federal  judge  m  Jartson  has  a  increasjng  state  regula- 
stayed  implementation  of  the  ^  and  oversi|ht  of  clinics. 
nCW  I^±5,onS  Unh  *leanngs  ■  growth  in  pro-life  opinion 

clinic,  Diane  Derzis,  was  re- 

cently  hauled  ‘nto  court  m  In  some  atses  cUnics  have 
Alabama  far  ope ***>“*  *  shut  down  when  abortion  doc- 

SSKS»  ^  a  76-page  lon*" 

STuthTfieslo^The  State. eg, slaturesenacted^ 

fio°nchn.?cf  hCr  HCenSed  ab°r'  S« ^A  raS  ^pt.  5 
Alabama  health  authorities  by  Americana  United  forjife 
became  involved  after  three  (AUL).  In  all,  48  states  consul 
ambulances  were  called  to  the  ered  about  360  such  proposals 
Birmingham  clinic  in  a  short  m  2013,  AUL.  reported, 
space  of  time.  An  ambulance  The  legislative  action  this 
was  recently  photographed  year  continued  a  recent  trend 
loading  a  patient  at  the  scene  m  states.  Seventy  life-affirm- 
of  Derzis’ Jackson  clinic.  ing  measures  became  law  in 

This  year,  42  clinics  that  2011  and  38  in  2012,  accord- 

provided  surgical  abortions  ing  to  AUL  _ _ 

have  shut  their  doors  and  while  pro-lifers  assert  the 
two  that  offered  chemical  laws  art  for  the  protection  of 
abortions  by  drugs  also  have  women,  abortion  rights  advo- 
closed,  according  to  Operation  cates  argue  their  purpose  is  to 
Rescue,  which  monitors  clos-  stop  abortion.  Regardless,  the 
ings  and  health  and  safety  vio-  result  appeals  to  be  abortion 
lations  by  clinics  nationwide.  clinics  are  being  held  account- 
That  number  far  surpasses  able  in  ways  they  have  not 
the  25  surgical  clinics  shut-  been  previously. 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


with  Barbarian  invasions, 
Augustine  developed  crite¬ 
ria  for  the  participation  of 
Christians  in  warfare. 

The  theory  was  developed 
through  the  early  20th  cen¬ 
tury  and  now  includes  the 
ideas  that  wars  must: 

■  have  a  just  cause. 

■  be  declared  by  a  lawful 
authority  as  a  response  to  an 
imminent  threat. 

■  be  a  last  resort. 

■  be  prosecuted  accord¬ 
ing  to  principles  of  propor- 


via  e-mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  througl  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  deer,  sharp,  and  well  lighted.  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  budding-,  or 
object-only  photographs  will  be  printed. 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 


Submission  Guidelines  V 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 


take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Newt  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing:  no  articles  will  be  accepted 


items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable. 

Theta  is  no  guarantee  that  new,  items 
and/or  photographs  will  be  published,  and 
unsolicited  material  will  not  be  acknowledged 
AH  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is 
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ay  School  Lesson  s*por  September 


Authority  Acknowledged  •  John  2:1-16 


What  does  power  look  like?  For 
some,  it  may  be  the  image  of  a  well- 
dressed  surgeon  or  attorney.  For  oth¬ 
ers,  it  could  be  the  billionaire  C.E.0  of 
a  Fortune  500  company.  Some  would 
look  to  their  local  politician  for  an  ex¬ 
ample.  How  about  inside  the  walls  of  a 
church  building?  If  I  were  to  visit  your 
worship  services  this  Sunday,  who 
would  I  label  as  “powerful?”  Power 
and  authority  are  often  avenues  for 
people  to  abuse  or  manipulate  others 
around  them.  Occasionally,  someone 
feels  the  need  to  “flex  their  muscles,” 
so  to  speak  and  remind  people  around 
them  of  their  power  or  influence.  The 
late  Prime  Minister  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  Margaret  Thatcher,  pro¬ 
vides  a  keen  insight  on  power.  Con¬ 
cerning  the  issue,  Thatcher  had  the 
following  to  say,  “Power  is  like  being 
a  lady.,  if  you  have  to  tell  people  you 
are,  you  aren’t." 

We  meet  up  with  Jesus  early  in  His 
earthly  ministry  in  this  week's  study 
and  learn  what  real  power  and  author¬ 
ity  are  all  about.  As  you  meditate  on 
the  first  12  verses  of  John  2  you  will 
quickly  realize  that  you  are  reading 
the  account  of  Christ’s  first  miracle. 
Commonly  referred  to  as  “turning  the 
water  into  wine,”  I  am  afraid  the  only 
occasions  we  may  hear  of  this  miracle 
is  a  passing  reference  at  wedding  cer¬ 
emonies.  No  doubt  weddings  are  im¬ 
portant,  and  we  can  take  note  of  the 
fact  Jesus  chose  to  perform  His  initial 


miracle  at  a  wedding.  However,  there 
is  much  more  beneath  the  surface 
than  just  the  locale  of  the  miracle. 

Obedience  (2:1-5) 

There  is  a  problem  at  this  wedding. 
The  guests  are  out  of  wine!  This  was 
an  embarrassment  to  the  host  and 
cause  for  those  attending  to  think  less 
than  flattering  thoughts  about  the 
ceremony.  Today,  we  are  accustomed 
to  a  wedding  ceremony  and  recep¬ 
tion  being 

completed  —■  - 

within  a 
couple  of 
hours.  For 
the  Jewish 
people  in 
this  story, 
they  were 
used  to  a 
wedding 

celebration  lasting  up  to  a  week.  To 
run  out  of  wine  was  actual  grounds  for 
the  bride’s  family  to  sue  the  groom. 
They  obviously  took  their  wed¬ 
dings  seriously.  Among  all  this  con¬ 
cern,  something  else  was  becoming 
apparent. 

By  this  time  Mary,  the  mother  of 
Jesus,  has  made  known  to  Him  the 
situation.  His  reply  of,  “Woman,”  was 
a  term  of  endearment  not  contempt. 
His  mother  had  the  faith  to  realize 


that  if  others  would  simply  obey  her 
Son,  they  would  have  the  opportunity 
to  experience  a  blessing.  Her  testimo¬ 
nial,  “Whatever  He  says  to  you,  do  it,“ 
is  one  of  the  most  awesome  confes¬ 
sions  of  faith  in  all  of  the  Scripture. 
Her  instructions  to  obey  should  be  a 
constant  reminder  for  each  of  us.  Sim¬ 
ple  obedience  reaps  great  results. 

Opportunity  (2:6-11) 

These  six  verses  convey  two  pri¬ 
mary  ar¬ 
eas  of  im¬ 
portance. 

'  '  One.  it  sig- 

Explore  the  BiMt 

with  Bobby  McKay  of  Christ’s 

miracles 
■  and  signs. 

I  The  wine 

was  the 
best  the 

guests  had  drank  throughout  the  wed¬ 
ding  celebration,  but  that  is  not  of  pri¬ 
mary  significance.  What  is  most  im¬ 
portant  is  the  opportunity  it  gave  Jesus 
to  exercise  His  authority  given  to  Him 
by  the  Heavenly  Father.  Remember, 
Jesus’  disciples  witnessed  this  miracle 
and  it  afforded  them  the  opportunity 
to  grow  in  their  faith.  How  about  us? 
When  Jesus  does  something  amazing 
in  out  lives,  are  we  quick  to  grow  in 
our  belief? 


Ownership  (2:12-16) 

Remaining  space  does  not  permit 
me  to  share  all  of  the  issues  I  would 
like  to  about  this  passage,  but  it  is 
powerful.  It  is  the  account  of  Christ 
cleansing  the  temple.  We  can  read  in 
Scripture,  Jesus  cleansed  the  temple 
on  at  least  two  occasions.  In  one  of 
His  greatest  exhibitions  of  authority, 
Jesus  crafted  a  scourge  of  cords  (what 
we  would  call  a  whip  today)  and  drove 
out  the  money  changers  and  the  ani¬ 
mals.  He  also  overturned  their  tables 
and  poured  out  their  coins  used  in 
their  dirty  business  practices. 

This  great  example  of  Christ's  au¬ 
thority  and  power  is  to  be  taken  se¬ 
riously.  His  righteous  anger  burned 
against  those  that  would  blaspheme 
a  place  of  worship.  They  had  turned 
a  holy  place  into  a  place  where  others 
were  taken  advantage  of  and  leaders 
were  in  the  business  of  personal  profit 
and  commerce.  How  about  us?  Whose 
power  and  authority  are  most  evident 
in  our  places  of  worship?  If  it  is  any¬ 
one  other  than  Jesus,  we  must  repent 
and  appeal  to  His  authority  as  Lord. 
We  may  fill  the  seats  on  Sunday,  but 
He  owns  the  church!  He  is  mighty  to 
save  and  forgive.  I  pray  you  will  en¬ 
counter  His  power  as  you  worship  and 
serve  Him  daily. 


Harperville. 


The  Pressure  of  Partiality  •  James  2: 1-13 


James  makes  it  clear  that  favoritism  vai 
toward  anyone  is  sin.  Don’t  confuse  Go 
favoritism  and  friendships,  for  friend-  chi 
ships  carve  out  their  own  levels.  Jesus  thi 
made  no  bones  about  that.  He  had  pn 
the  multitudes  that  he  cared  about,  mi 
and  then  he  had  12  chosen  follow-  wo 
ers.  Then  there  were  the  three,  Peter,  is 
James,  and  John,  who  were  selected  ry’ 
for  the  trip  to  the  Mount  of  Transfig-  we 
oration  as  well  as  into  the  garden  of  am 
Gethsemane.  Additionally,  there  was  br 
“the”  disciple  Jesus  loved  the  most,  lov 
John.  If  we  glorify  men,  we  are  failing  ice 
?o  glorify  God,  so  handle  the  favorit-  th 
ism  properly.  of 

In  v.  2-3  James  illustrates  the  W« 
point.  If  a  rich  person  enters  your  to 
synagogue  with  gold  rings  and  splen-  am 
did  clothes,  and  a  poor  man  enters  in  get 
shabby  clothing  (both  being  judged  art 
by  appearance)  James  says  we  can't  fo 
“y  to  the  well  dressed,  “sit  here  on  by 
this  good  seat’  and  to  the  poor  man,  nei 
“stand  there,  or  sit  on  the  floor."  That  tici 
makes  us  guilty  of  obsequious  favorit-  we 
ism.  Don’t  court  the  rich  for  the  sake  us. 
of  advantage.  You  have  now  judged  del 
wth  evil  thoughts  and  ulterior  mo-  He 
fives.  Favoritism  for  one  cannot  but  1 
lead  to  the  detriment  of  others.  en< 

Choose  those  with  the  greatest  ad-  is  < 
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vantage  to  promoting  the  kingdom  of  fice  of  Jesus  Christ  which  does.  God 
God.  We  choose  not  because  of  some  doesn't  side  with  those  with  position 
that  enamors  us,  or  and/or  wealth.  Favoritism  toward 
ve  think  we  might  im-  those  known  to  be  influential  often- 
:h  our  choice.  You  di-  times  turns  out  to  be  worthless,  costly 
t  Christ's  purpose  and  and  foolish.  The  non-Christian  factor 
srepresentation.  God  in  America  often  honors  those  who 
lings.  Matthew  Hen-  openly  despise  God,  for  they  believe  it 
[y  on  Lev.  19:18  says  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion. 

[  to  put  off  all  malice  In  Ch.  2:8-13  James  disc  sses  love, 

mw  and 

ture  says 

F Indies  for  Life  C  52 

Evelyn  Gibson  m '8£ou°r- 

■  -  |M  an{! 

a  you  will 

do  well. 
By  show- 

1,  we  are  to  love  our  ing  favoritism,  you  commit  sin  and 
than  ourselves.  Prac-  are  convicted  by  the  law  as  a  trans¬ 
its  does  not  make  us  gressor.  In  v.  9  he  warned  ”be  sure 
ink  that  God  coerces  your  motive  is  proper  or  you  will  be 
eludes  that  when  we  committing  sin.  Let's  conclude  that 
>se  to  obey  Him,  then  sin  is  breaking  God’s  laws,  not  some 
deliberation.  mere  alienation  or  just  a  relationship 

in  mind  that  obedi-  with  flaws.  Sin  is  not  doing  that  which 
ng  you  to  God,  but  it  God  commands, 
the  death  and  sacri-  In  vss.  10  &  11  James  talks  about 


God.  We  choose  not  because  of  some 
character  traits  that  enamors  us,  or 
through  which  we  think  we  might  im¬ 
press  others  with  our  choice.  You  di¬ 
minish  and  hurt  Christ's  purpose  and 
work  by  this  misrepresentation.  God 
is  above  such  things.  Matthew  Hen¬ 
ry’s  Commentary  on  Lev.  19:18  says 
we  are  required  to  put  off  all  malice 
and  put  on 

brotherly  „  ..  m 

love.  Mal¬ 


ice  begins 

of  murder.  Bp  Studies  fi 

to'  forgave 
and  for- 
get,  for  we  | 
are  thus 
forgiven 

by  God.  Indeed,  we  are  to  love  our 
neighbor  better  than  ourselves.  Prac¬ 
ticing  moral  laws  does  not  make  us 
weak.  Never  think  that  God  coerces 
us.  James  concludes  that  when  we 
deliberately  choose  to  obey  Him,  then 
He  helps  us  with  deliberation. 

Forever  bear  in  mind  that  obedi¬ 
ence  doesn't  bring  you  to  God,  but  it 
is  only  through  the  death  and  sacri- 


stumbling  on  one  point  of  the  law  and 
thus  becoming  guilty  of  all.  Break  one 
of  1,000  links  in  a  chain  and  the  chain 
has  lost  its  strength.  We  come  to  see 
that  all  sin  is  alike  in  relationship  to 
God.  Can  we  think  that  our  good  deeds 
atone  for  our  bad  deeds?  James  says 
not.  All  obedience  must  be  done  with 
an  eye  to  the  will  of  God.  The  gospel  is 
law.  Christ  is  King  to  rule  us,  a  proph¬ 
et  to  teach  us,  and  priest  to  intercede 
for  us.  These  Christian  principles  can 
absolutely  transform  our  society. 

James  calls  himself  a  “servant  of 
Jesus  Christ”  and  shows  us  what  ev¬ 
eryday  religion  should  be  like.  He  is 
practical  and  plain  spoken,  easily  un¬ 
derstood,  constantly  exalts  the  faith 
and  refrains  from  referring  to  his 
earthly  relationship  to  Jesus.  This 
enhances  his  testimony.  His  life  work 
was  to  win  the  Jewish  people  to  a 
solid  belief  in  Jesus  as  their  Messiah. 
In  the  beatitudes,  we  are  promised  to 
be  blessed  with  mercy  when  we  have 
been  merciful  to  others.  V.  13  states 
that  mercy  trumps  justice.  Judgment 
will  be  without  mercy  to  those  who 
don't  show  mercy. 

Gibson  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 
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African  American  church  plants  show  signs  of  success 

V...  X  4  •  "<■  ,  A  ;  ■1»-’iV-4'  .  :■  .  fnutr.J  Ann-nll  ■  hurcht—  i.lanti,!  -rim  t..  J'>12,  Lite  ,,-an  1 ^ whit.  1  -I  .ii'-p.u.a  i!  ,  \,[i 

Wav  Research  learned  from 'the  firsl  research  can  or  Caribbean  c lecent _  our  perwnt)  Asian 

project  of  its  size  and  scope  to  measure  char-  (three  percent ).  and  other  (three  percent), 
acteristics  distinctive  to  the  African  American  The  survey  asked  church  plants  to  select 
_ 103  *77?.  *  (Wrihed  it  what  ethnicity  or  race  they  specifically  sought 

KB  “  S  I  The  average  first-year  Sundav  attendance  of  to  reach  in  Ae  community  around  the  chui^tv 

^  |8  j  yi  dnuhMfrz  the  fourth  year  among  the  290  About  two-thirds  (68%)  of  churchre  foctued 

I  *» - - - African  Amman  church  plants  in  the  muhkfe-  on  ^^ng  African  Amencans^  Morethan 

—  nominational  survey  aimed  at  identifying  char-  qo%  of  church  planters  said  they  also  inten 

1  _ _  a - - -  i  S&l^nS^gregati^s  bomdly  sought  to  reach  a  cross^ultural  or 

I  Worship  attendance,  new  commitments  to  multiethnic  audience. 

g  •»  - — - - —  studied  in  the  project  and  funding 

i  :%lrV:-v  c'-"  3fiS  “This  research  has  described  in  detail  Afn-  The  lifeWay  Research  study  found  48% 

M  •  -  •  ~  .  y-  ■  t  -■-■■■■  -  m  ■  M  -  can  American  church  planting  today,'  said  Ed  gf  new  churches  were  sponsored  by  another 

Stetzer,  president  of  life  Way  Research.  'More  chureh.  .Among  the  sponsoring  churches.  79% 
importantly,  this  research  has  begun  produc-  pn,vlcJed  active  prayer  support  while  53% 
*  ■  .  M  ,  ,  „  a_  m>ym  Mywr  ray*  omm  five  conversations  among  church  planting  lead-  provided  mentoring  to  the  church  planter  or 

^  .  ers  across  the  U5.  about  how  best  to  train  and  church  planting  team,  researchers  noted. 

>4  ^ ****  *""* " equip  new  African  American  church  plants.  “A  sponsoring  or  mother  church  is  often  a 

Stetzer  added  that  large  national  studies  on  ^.^ai  aspect  of  successful  church  [plants]  for 
church  planting  have  been  conducted  in  the  obvious  reasons,'  said  Carl  Ellis,  assistant  pro¬ 
past,  “but  it  would  be  wrong  to  assume  that  na-  fessor  of  tactical  theology  at  Redeemer  Semi- 
tional  factors  are  the  same  for  every  sub-popu-  nary  in  Dallas  and  a  consultant  on  the  research 
latkm  of  church  plants.*  project  .  “The  fewer  burdens  a  church  plant  has 

to  carry  in  the  initial  stages,  the  greater  is  the 

UfaMhin  attonrianrp  likelihood  that  die  new  church  will  succeed.’ 

Worship  attendance  The  primary  funding  sources  for  African 

The  survey  identified  three  characteristics  American  church  plants  were  core  members 
that  had  the  most  positive  impact  on  worship  (84%),  affiliated  denominations  (62%),  the 
attendance,  which  were  present  in  more  than  church  planter  or  church  planting  team  (49%) 
two-thirds  of  the  churches:  and  the  personal  financial  support  network  of 

■  delegation  of  leadership  roles  to  the  church  planter  (44%). 

volunteers.  The  study  also  found  36%  of  church  plants 

■  leadership  training  for  new  church  received  funding  from  one  or  more  sponsor- 

members.  ing  churches.  ... 

■  a  Dlan  of  personal  spiritual  formation  for  The  average  amount  received  by  church 


•LiBtay 

aocaactr 


^Mit  to  meet  in  the  sponsoring  church  building 

■  The  plants  had  their  own  facilities  during 
the  first  five  years  (20%). 

■  The  church  plant  incorporated  a  contem¬ 
porary  worship  style  (13%). 

Community  demographics 

On  average,  African  American  churches  were 


